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VOL. XVI.--NO, 25. PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 19, 1835. No. 4135, 
errr ear cp a ara p  ne 
EXPENDITURES. Deputy Secretary 1,000 : 
é Clerks 3,250 0 
‘ {For Summary Statement, See Page 367.] Contingencies 2.573 60 
ayments at the Treasury, commencing on the first — 12,423 60 
day of November, 1834, and ending on the thirty- Je 
first day of October, 1835. Judiciary Department. 
No. 1. Chief Justice's salary 2,666 64 
Associate Justices’ of the Su- 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. preme Court 8,000 00 
Turnpikes. Circuit expenses 5,092 00 
Warren and Ridgway $1,857 37 Attorney General’s salary 300 00 
Lycoming and Potter 742 75 Presidents of couris of Common 
Milesburg and Smethport 955 20 Pleas 31,988 90 
Abington and Waterford 1,222 50 Judes of District courts 9,884 47 
— —— $4,757 82 | Recorders of Mayor’s courts 2,100 00 
Bridzes é' Associate Judges 16,919 21 
Towanda Bridge i 5,000 00 a 76,951 22 
Commissioners of Washington and Treasury Department. 
Greene counties, for erecting a — 
bridge over Ten Mile creek, per State Treasurer’s salary 1,600 00 
act of Uh April, 1833 ‘1,000 a Pome 
” pr, 1,000 00 Printing annual report for 1834 384 00 
OLtLtim. or 5,948 28 
anal an t is. ; 
Commissioners of the Internal 
Improvement fund, balance of Actountant Department. 
loan per act of Sth April, Au‘itor General’s salary 1600 00 
1834 265,400 00 | Clerks 3,851 57 
Do. temporary loan per act of | Printing annual report for 1854 80 00 
17th January, 1835 250,000 00 Contingencies 841 37 


Do. on account of loan per act 














of 13th April, 1835 834,900 00 
— 1,350,300 00 
$1,361,057 82 
No. II. 
EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT. 
Senate. 
Pay and mileage of the members 14,550 40 
Clerks 1,955 00 
Transcribing 915 60 
Sergeant at Arms and Door- 
keepers 1,395 00 
Priating and binding 8,241 35 
Contingencies 6,908 37 
—— 33,965 12 
House of Representatives. 
Pay and mileage of the members 43,986 00 
Clerks 1,930 00 
Transcribing 1,980 00 
Sergeant at Arms and Door 
keepers ~ 1,354 00 
Printing and binding 10,849 44 
Contingencies 14,057 77 
| ———= 74,157 21 
Executive Department. 
Governor’s salary 4,000 00 


Secretary of the Common- 
wealth 


Ves. XVI. 


1,630 090 


———— 6,572 94 





Land Office. 
| Secretary of the Land office, sa 
| lary 1,400 00 
Clerks 3,600 00 
Contingencies 651 97 
— 5,651 97 


Surveyor General's Office. 





Surveyor General’s salary 1,400 00 
Clerks 3,200 00 
Contingencies 310 01 
Miscellaneous, 
Jesse R. Burden,chairman of the 
State Library 1,496 98 ~ 
| James Wright, Librarian 50 00 
| Robert Dickey, and Isaac Hovis, 
for taking care of the State 
Capitol 60 00 
| Warcens of the port of Philadel- 
| phia 1,968 19 
Expenses of a committee to visit 
| the Western Penitentiary 650 00 
Expenses of a joint committe to 
visit the Eastern Penitentiary 1,930 74 
| Expenses of a committee to visit 
the House of Refuge 523 38 
John Smull,for funeral expenses 
of William Runsha, deceased, 
late a member of the House of 
| Representatives 44 81 
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AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT.—STATE EXPENDITURE. (Decemszs 
Se vinz subpenas and pay and Isaac Bowman, second brigade, 
m leage of witn. sses in the case eighth division, salary 225 CO 
ofp Judge Baird $4,692 83 Disbursements 600 00 
Pay of witnesses in the case of the 825 00 
loan of 18.33 103 20 Robert Fleming, first brigade, 
Welsh and Patterson, for printing ninth division, sslary 160 90 
the laws 2,062 50 Disbursements 172 45 
C. F. Muench, for folding, cover- 332 45 
ing and stitching the laws 266 70 John ‘Horton, jr. second brigade, 
James Trimble, for curriage of the ninth division, salary 292 64 
Laws and Journals 121 40 Disbursements 423 57 
Samuel Spangler, for do 300 00 716 21 
Jolin Myers, for do 880 00 Frederick Fisher, second brigade, ninth di- 
Adam Zimmerman, for do 100 00 vision, salary 39 57 
14,750 73 | Henry Barnhart,first brigade, tenth 
scadia division, salary 230 00 
235,128 OS D sbursements 150 00 
- 380 00 
nie John Hasson, second brigade, tenth division, 
No. III oe P a ce ee 202 50 
. Edward Armor, first brigade, eleventh di- 
MILITIA EXPENSES, vision, salary 135 00 
Samuel Power, Adjutant General, salary Jacob Heck, second brigade, ele- 
and « xpenses 598 65 venth division, salary 358 07 
Rudolph H. Bartle, Inspector, se- Dsbursements 52 90 ; 
con brigade, first division, sa- 410 97 
lary 300 00 Samuel Davidson, first brigade, twelfib di- 
Disbursements 1,635 80 vision, sulary 210 00 
1,935 80 | Alexander Hanna, second brigade, twelfth 
John Davis, first brigade, second division, | _ division, salary 229 00 
salary 226 94 | John Hitchman, first brigade, thir- 
Henry Daub, second brigade, se- teenth division, salary 308 92 
cond <divivon, salary 294 45 Disbursements 296 87 
D.sburse ments 80 32 605 79 
874 72! Joseph Eneix, second brigade, thirteenth 
Thomas Jones, first brigade, third division, salary 40 47 
division, salary 187 50 Lee Tate, second brigade, thir- 
Disbursements 281 94 | teenth division, salary 172 60 
469 44 D sbursements 550 00 
John Kerlin, second brigade, third 722 00 
division, salary 220 00 John Park, first brigade, four- 
Disbursements 319 04 | teenth division, salary 200 00 
539 04 | Disbursements 510 98 
s 1 Ringwalt, first brigad ‘vie 710 98 
a rst brigade, fourth divi _— Lot Lantz, second brigade, four- 
Mich «cl H. Spangler, first brigade, fifth di- \ teenth division, sslary 270 00 
vinion, salary 116 60 | disbursements 425 61 
Thomas Jameson, jr. first brigade, : 695 62 
fifth division, salary 170 00 Andrew McFarland, first brigade, 
Disbursements 700 00 vga Pt eben — a oe 
sements 
870 90 | 
, 762 03 
ue Hall, — brigade, . Joshua Marlin, second brigade, fif- 
vision, salary 175 00 tcenth division, salary 300 00 
Disbursements 451 73 Disbursements 434 09 
626 73 - 734 09 
Joel Bailev, first brigade, sixth di- B. G. Goll, first brigade, sixteenth iter 
vision, salary 253 28 division, salary 252 12 
Disbursements 558 59 Disbursements 519 65 
811 87 771 77 
Jeremiah Schappel, second bri- George W. Reed, first brigade, sixteenth 
gade, sixth division, salary 250 00 eeyien salery or & 
Disbursements 616 12 Edward A. Reynolds, second bri- 
866 12 gade, sixteenth division, salary 252 50 
John H. Keller, first brigade, se- so tihegtensthias $90 A 
venth division, salary 130 00 ‘oe : : ; mga. 
nai ecahe 543 75 Andrew Christy, third brigade, six- 
teenth division, salary 246 53 
; 673 75 lisbursements 688 75 
Jacob Hertz, second brigade, se- 
venth division, salary ; 250 00 is Pl , eae 
italian tad 350 00 Lewis Plitt, keeper of the arsenal at Har- 
8 risburg, salary, 150 00 
; ; —— 580 00) David Phillips, keeper of the arsenal at 
John Ludwig, first brigade, eighth Meadville, salary 100 00 
megs od 241 50 R. G. Mossman, for colors 150 00 
Jabursements 271 19 Thomas Bringhurst, for colours, drums, 
$12 69]  fifes, &c. 855 25 
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William Ent, for drums, &c. 27 40 
George Cunkle, for repairing arms 650 35 

Samuel Power, Adjutant General, for in- 
specting arms 50 00 
Joseph Black, for repairing arsenal 8 U0 
$21,862 44 





No. IV. 
PENSIONS AND GRATUITIES, 


Amount of pensions and gratuities by spe- 
cial acts of the Legislature, and under the 
power vested in the board, f r the relief 
of officers and soldiers of the revolutiona- 
ry war $530,666 84 








No. V. 
EDUCATION. 

Allegheny college 2,000 09 
Jefferson college 2,000 0@ 
Lafayette college 2,900 00 
Washington college 1,500 00 
Pennsylvania college 3,000 00 

Pennsylvania Institution for in- 
structing the Blind 11,297 00 

Pen sylvania Institution for the 
De«f and Dumb 7,650 69 
West Chester academy 500 00 

— 29,947 69 
COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Adams county 1,235 71 
Alleghany 3,017 35 
Berks 3,007 32 
Centre 1,C66 50 
Cumberland 1,574 70 
Delaware 1,070 93 
Fayette 1,732 30 
Franklin 1,796 67 
Huntingdon 1,476 54 
Juniata 612 25 
Lancaster 2,572 50 
Lycoming 908 21 
Mifflin +, 8: $3 
Northampton 2,176 05 
Susquehanna 764 63 
Union 1,111 90 
Warren 271 19 
Westmoreland 1,920 77 
York 2,513 27 





—$29.460 335 








59,408 02 





No, VI. 
LOANS. 


Paid Bank of Montgomery county, amount 
of a loanto the commonwealib, per act 
of Ist April, 1826 $60,000 00 


No. VII. 


INTEREST ON LOANS. 
Holders of the five per cent 


loan of 1821 46,690 CO 
Ditto 1824 30,000 00 
Ditto 1825 7,500 00 
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Bank of Montgomery county 
and others, on loan per act 


of Ist April, 1826 7,568 75 
Bank of Pennsylvania,on pen- 

itentiary loan per act of 28th 

March, 1851 6,000 CO 
Union Canal Company,on loan 

per act of Ist March, 1833, 9,000 00 





—106,468 75 





No. VIII. 
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT FUND. 
Auction duties 90,152 38 
Premiums on loans 120,331 24 


Canal and rail read tolls 623,209 52 

Increase of county rates and 
levies 

Tax on pérsonal property 

Collateral mheritance tax 

Dividends on bridge and turn- 
pike stock 

Canal fines 

Appropriation per act of 27th 
February,1835, for the pay- 
ment of the expenses in- 
curred by the purchase of 
locomotive eng:nes, as au- 
thorized by act of Sth April, 

854 


91,999 77 
20,548 Sl 
28,762 63 


25,051 42 
15 00 


144900 00 
——1,144 970 47 








No. IX. 
WESTERN PENITENTIARY. 
John Patterson, warden 1,000 00 
| W. H. Denny, physician 100 00 
| William F. Irwin, do 8uU0 00 
George Hutchison, overseer 600 00 
| William Skiles, do 1383 33 
J. E. Crosby, do 450 00 
| H J. Beer, do 306 57 
| John Chambers, do 129 58 
J. B. Stevenson, do 126 30 
Joseph §. Travelli, clerk 300 00 
William Parker, watchman 450 00 
Robert McClelland, do 98 25 


Bounty to convicts per act of 23d 


——e 
> 





April, 1829 ; 220 00 
'In:pectors per act of 14th April, 
| 1835 14,440 00 
| —————$18,654 03 
| No. X.- 
EASTERN PENITENTIARY. 
Samuel R. Wood, Warden 1,500 00 : 
Franklin Bache, Physician 500 00 
Richard Blundin, Overseer 600 00 
| Curtis Clayton, do 600 00 
fienry Williams, do 375 00 
William Baen, do 29 10 
George Dudley, do 250 00 
William F. Blundin do 300 00 
James Iweed, do 200 00 
Robert Cain, do 300 00 
William Wray, do 300 00 
John Stanchff, do 217 18 
| John Dougherty, do 216 15 
' William Smith, do 111 50 
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(Dacamas, 


James Tweed, Watchman 175 60 No. XVI. 
William Baen, do 159 25 

John Blundin, do 273 75 MISCELLANEOUS. 
Thomas Cullen, do 114 25 

N. Tillinghurst, Gatekeeper 75 00 - Isract Pleasants, for compensation 
John S. Halloway, clerk 5v0 00 


Bounty to convicts, per act of 93d 


April, 1829 


264 00 


Inspectors, per act of 27th Febru- 
ary, 1833, and 14th Apri!,1835, 70,000 00 





—— $77,000 18 


No. XI. 


HOUSE OF REFUGE. 


Paid tothe Treasurer, per act of SOth March, 


1832 


No. XII. 


5,000 00 


—_—_—_—_—————— 


PENNSYLVANIA CLAIMANTS. 


Paid Hugh Roberts, George Roberts, Fliza- 
beth Roberts, John S. Smith and wife, 


and Charles F. Roberts, for lands certified 
to Connecticut claimants 


250 23 


—_—_—_———— - 


No. XIII, 


CONVEYING CONVICTS. 


Charles Avery, She- 





of witnesses and expense of tak- 
ing depositions relative to the 
public accounts of Peter Martz, 
late a supervisor on the canal 


John M. Forster, Esq. for profes- 


es 


—— 
LL LLL LLL ALL ALLL LD 








sional services in the case of the 
commonwealth against William 
Stephens, and in the case of the 
examination of witnesses relative 
to the accounts of Peter Martz 


Commissioners for revising the civil 


code, per resolutions of the 4th 
April, 1851, and 7th April, 1832 


James Trimble, for expenses paid 


by him for publishing appropri- 


ations for school purposes 


Wardens of the Port of Philadel- 


phia, for repairing piers at Glou- 
cester Point, per act of 10th 
April, 1834 


Joseph Burke and Roberts Vaux, 


commissioners of the river Dela- 
ware, per resolution of 8th Feb- 
ruary, 1833 

George Meason, late treasurer of 
Fayette county, for over pay- 
ment on hs accounts 

John English, late trea-urer of Bea- 
ver county, for ditto 

Jo! n Fi bes, lace treasurer of Me- 


i s Kean county, fir ditto 
ee helberger, epereae = o Geo: ge Rawn, for information rel- 
8. L. Carpenter Westmoreland 21 40 ative to unpatented lands in 
J Klingensmith, late do 105 40 Schuylkill Coy 
David Miller Lancaster 88 75 | Hamilton A ricks, Esq. for profes. 
Ennion Elliott Franklin 301 74 sional services in the c«se«f the 
John Wilt, late Scmerset 49 93 ne Pe aguinst John De 
Sam’l. Cunningham Washington 176 91 ui’s admin'strators 
James Megdarech Huntingdon 54 83 John Y Barclay, E-q. for profes- 
Willism Field Bocks 42 25 sional services in the cases of the 
John L. Webb B:ad‘ord 166 0 | commonwealth against the Pitts- 
Isaiah Salmon Columbia 79 47 burg and New Alexandria turn- 
Samuel A. Price D: laware 70 00 | pike road company, and against 
James Bell Adams 82 56 } Benjamin Burrel™ d otlers 
Michael Holcomb Cumberland 67 00 | Randall McLaughlin, prothonotary 
Henry Reader Northumberland 104 50 of Westmoreland county, for 
Bibinis 1.612 99 costs in the same cases 
: John Y. Barclay, Esq. for col'ect- 
~~ | ing public money from the sure- 
ni ties of Fleming Davidson, for- 
No. XIV. mer brigade inspector le 
: , : Peter Hay & Co. for publishin 
CONVEYING FUGITIVES. list of hawkers and edie “4 
John Manderfield and Willis H. Abraham Darlington, jr. late trea- 
Blaney 86 12 surer of Chester county, for over 
James Smith 106 37 payment on his accounts 
James Bell, jr. 25 32 Michael D. Everhard, late treasur- 
Samuel W. Keefer 86 15 er of Lehigh county for ditto 
William Fleming, Sheriff of Erie co. 11 00 John Gey-er, late treasurer of 
Adam Eichelberger York 228 62 Monigemery county, for ditto 
Reah Frazer 75 49 George Tr'pner, for compensation 
Martin Manderback 121 00 for a tract of donation land, per 
quinninegemn 689 9g | actof 11th April, 1855 


No. XV. 


DEFENCE OF THE STATE. 
Jacob Fishburn, a militia man, for bounty, 


peract of 191 March, 1816 


10 00 


ee 


George Zeigler, prothonotary of 
Adams county, for costs in cer- 
tain suits, per act of 14th April, 
1835. 

Fsaac Leet, Esq, for collecting pub- 
lic money 

Matthew Elder, the amount paid 


ona default warrant, per act of 


20th March, 1811 


136 66 


85 00 


3,500 00 


128 9§ 


2,002 42 


104 25 


28 50 
48 94 
47 18 


1,394 00 


25 00 


200 00 


113 14 


19 18 


27 50 


3 78 
18 79 
124 13 


200 00 


56 00 


75 00 


84. 50 
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David Krause, Esq. for profes- 
sional services in the case of the 
commonwealth against Christian 
Spayd 

Heury W. Smith, Esq. for profes- 
sional services in the c«se of the 
commonwealth against Peter Au- 
rand, late deputy ma'shal 

John Hays, for information relative 
to unpatented lands in Union 

/ county 

John M. Forster, Esq. for profes: 
sional services in the Supreme 
Court, in the case of the com- 
monwealth against William Ste- 
phens 

Bald Eagle and Spring creek navi- 
gies company, for interest un- 

era guarantee per act of 7th 
April, 1835 

Refunded to Amelia Mathews, 
daughter of James Mathews, 
per act of Ist April, 1835. 


76 44 


81 54 


ee 


587 00 





20 00 


66 70 


. 
cnc 


26 23 
———$9,080 53 











From the Commercial Herald. 
WATER POWER ON CANALS. 


The Potency of the Canal System of Pennsylvania, 
is one of deep interest to her citizens, as it not only al: 
fects the presen’ generation, but extends to after »ges, | 
giving strong impulses to our polit cs, our interests, and | 
our comforis, 

Our State Canals are fortunately made through the 
deep ravines of the country, cut by our great rivers.— | 
Owing to this fact, the canals create an abundance of | 
‘*water power,” throug out their whole extent, ex.) 
cepting when they run near to the head of the streams, 
This immense water power, is now very little or per-| 
haps none of it, applied to any mechanical or manufac- | 
turing purposes. Knowing this fact, it bas led me to’ 
cons der, whether some of this immense water power, | 
(and much of it passing round the locks, to feed the 
lower levels of our Canals without any further use, ) 
cannot be made to subserve the canal, which creat- | 
ed it. 

The first idea that struck me, as strange, was, that 
while we have perhaps several thousand horses em- 
ployed in towing boa's on our canals, we have power 

ual to that of mill.ons of horses, derived by our water | 

ls, and washing the very sides of our canal banks. 

Something is surely no! right, in «ll this, These re-| 
flections have led me to presume, that horses could wot | 
be more necessary or proper here, than to shut down | 
the gates to our water wheels in our mills throughout 
our country, and substitute horses (or the water —@ 

| 


er,) and surely a mill owner would not be calied re- 
markably wise to do this, and be it known that it is | 
equally as much out of characier, to tow the boats on | 
our canals by horse power; when the application of wa- | 
ter power is equally at band, much the more abundant, | 
and costs nothing but the harness, to put it into geer. | 
One horse cost say $100, and his fred daily 50a60 
cents, and lasts say 10 years. One water wheel of 15 
or 20 horse power cost perhaps $500, and its feed cost 
nothing, (for this power is not now in use, and is pro- 
ducing nothing.) I have known water wheels to go 10 
years, without $10 expense, for repairs, &c. Having 
the water wheel up, we can make it produce any mo- 
tion we please; and if it be applied to towing boats, we 
can have any quantity of power, and give any velocity 
to the boats it tows that meets our interest, or our plea- 
sure. Itis exactly whatthe present predilections of 
the public are now pemannes to wit, comfort and 
high velocity in travelling;—and this is attained by ap- 
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plying the water power of the canals to tow all the 
boats ina canal, to the extent of any other way what- 
ever, With this important addition, the packet or 
passage boats in the canals are perfectly safe, and free 
and exempt from all injurious accidents, that are the 
common attendants of rail roads and turnpikes. 

The old idea, that the resistance of a boat passing in 
the water, being equal to the square of its velocity, is 
now entirely exploded, by four or more years daily ex. 
perience on the Paisely Canal, in Scotland. There it 
is proven that it takes even /ess power to draw a light 
boat with 8 to 10 tons freight, 9 to 12 miles an hour, 
than 3a4 miles an hour; owing to the fast motion, draw- 
ing the boat more out of the water, instead of displac- 
ing the water, under the old theory; and that the in- 
creased motion does not make those swells in the sure 
face, that « feur mile motion makes, and consequently 
Goes not injure the canal banks, 

The facts however, speak best for themselves, and 
these are given in a letter by Thos. Grahame, and our 
townsman, Gerard Ralston, the former in Hazard’s 
Register of Pennsylvania of 2d April, 1833,and the latter 
Sept. 6, 1835. They state that on the Paisicy Canal, 
the ordinary speed is 9a10 miles an hour, with a light 
boat, carrying 8a10 tons or 80 to 100 passengers, re- 
quiring two horses, going four mile stages, and three 
stages a day; that the boats run generally full; that the 
bots are 70 feet long, 5 feet 9 inches wide, and sink 





| when loaded, and at rest, 18 to 19 inches, 


Grahame states that he has been towed in a boat with 
a few passengers 15 niles an hour, and that it was easier 
then for the hor-e, than when going 6 miles an hour; 
that the specd was not limited by the labour of the 
draught, but by the speed of the horse, &c. &c. 

This information proves beyond all doubt, two impor 
tant facts: 

Ist. That the amount of power requisite for drawing 
boats with great speed, is not objectionable; and more 
especially, where we have it for nothing, and very 
abundantly, as on our canals. 

2d, That the increased speed does not injure our ca- 
nal banks, 

‘Vhe plan then to realize the full and best advantage 
of our canals, involves no new, or untried principle, and 
but comparatively small expense, 

It is simply, to let the water as it passes round the 
lock, to teed the lower level, &c. ‘‘ pass on a water 
wheel,” which will drive an endless rope, or band of 
iron or steel. and arrange the water wheel and d:ums so 
as to give the band (at election,) a motion of 24 to 15 
miles, or more, perhour. ‘The first motion for heavy 
tonnage, the last for light valusble goods, passengers, 
I would have the band carried on rollers, some< 
thing like the plan adopted on the Juniata, to pull the 
boats from one side of the river to the other, when the 
canal changes sides. 

But I know that many will say that admitting we are 
accommodated in comfortable passage boats; and for 
light goods, 9 months in the year, the frost of winter 
makes a difeful chasm in our comforts and mercantile 
conveniences. To this | reply—that the water power, 
bands, and fixtures, which tow the boats in the sum. 
mer, are equally applicable to winter, when the canal is 
frozen. . By only adding to the previous arrangement, 
a light rail road on the burm or tow path bank of the 
canal, which is always graded to suit, so as to require 
only a cheap superstructure, which will not exceed 
perhaps 2,500 to $3,000 a mile. ‘The cars are then 
towed on this road quite as conveniently as the boats; 
and although the cars will cost six times as much as 
boats, the public will cheerfully pay an increased 
charge in winter, rather than have a breach in their 
pleasures, or business. 

The cost of making and fixing up the water wheel, 
bands and every necessary article for towing ali the 
boats going both 24 and 15 miles an hour, will net I 
presume, exeeed $1000 a mile, and allowing one fourth 
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of one cent a ton, a mile, for towing the boats, (in | 

lace of one cent a ton « mile, as now charged for tow. | 
ing the cars on the Columbia rail road) one hundred 
thousand tons wil! pay twenty-five per cent. of the first 
cost, which no doubt would pay the interest of the cost, | 
and for all repairs and renewals forever, let the business | 
be ever so much increased, so that every increased | 
100,000 tons will pay the state a nett gain of $250 per | 
year. This multiplied into the 700 miles of canal own. | 
ed by the state, will produce an income of $175,000 
per vear. 

The swift boat need not materially interfere with the 
slow boat, as the swift boat goes a mile in.4 minutes, 
it can get to the next lock, if that is but a mile off, while | 
the slow boat is passng the lock, or by having twin | 
boats, so as to carry 20 to 25 tons The main line from | 
Philadelphia to Pittsburg, which would seem destined | 
to carry large quantities of valuable merchandize and | 
passengers, perh«ps (this line) had better be arranged 
at once to go 12a15 miles an hour, for every class of | 
boats, so at least to average 10 miles an hour, to include 
the passage of the locks, and thus uniformly make the 


whole passage of 400 miles in 40 hours, being less than 
2.days. 


As we have the choice of speed, I would recommend 
going as fast on the main line of our canal to Pittsburg, 
as they will go from Baltimore to Pittsburg on their rail 
road, if it is ever made. 


This wou!d then be as it should be. We should go 
to our western metropolis, by a passage boat as com- 
fortably and more quietly,than to travel in the best steam- 
boat in our country, and thus defy a competition | 


that would injure our great works from any quarter 
whatever. 


| 
| 


I. W. | 


AN ADDRESS BY NICHOLAS BIDDLE, LLL. D. 
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clouded by the hand of misfortune. But in thus com- 


/muning, the thoughts that rise unbidden, are full of 
salutary sedness. How to live and how to die—to live 


without wrong and to die without fear, is the great les- 
sen af our moral nature, without which all learning is 
fruitless and al) knowledge unavailing—and if that 
lesson be best taught by displ»ying the transitory and 
uncertain Character of all the world can give or take 
away; with what intensity are these convictions inspir- 
ed here, where the memory alone is the great teacher 
and our personal experience rises to the dignity of 
wisdom. For myself, the most solemn impressions of 
my life are stamped by the scene before us. It has been 
my lotto be not an unmoved observer of many scenes 
and persons whose fate best illustrates the nothingness 
of human existence; bu! none have ever sunk upon my 
heart with a deeper feeling than this return to the in- 
tellectual home of our bovhood. 

I do remember in my youth to have lived at Delphos, 
perhaps the noblest monument of the ancient world— 
the awful mother of wide spread_religions—deemed to 
share with the Divinity its knowledge of the future— 
the mistress of human destiny, whom nations propitiat- 
ed with their offerings—enriched by accumulated arts 
and treasures to which antiquity had no parallel. What 


|is Delphos now? Its magnificent temples lie in ruins— 


the inscriptions which record its glory are defaced— 


its oracles are dumb; the suppliant crowd that brought 
up the votive offerings of nations is dispersed, and 


amidst the fragments of that religion which overshad- 
owed the world, under a miserable shed, is raised the 
feeble chant of a christian hymn, itself half suppressed 


| lest it might offend some barbarian soldier of Mahomet. 


A few fragments of marble, the shapeless relics of a 
wall—some prostrate columns, are all that represent the 
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Delivered before the Alumni Association of Nassau- | 
Hall, on the day of the annual commencement of the 
College, September 30, 1835. By Nicholas Biddle, 
L.L. D. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen, 
Alumni of Nassau-Hall— 


We have come, my friends, to revisit together the 
scene of our early studies, Since last we parted here, 
time and distance have widely separated us:—the world 
and the world’s cares have engrossed us;—death with | 
no sparing band has been amongst us,—but we have | 
at length returned, probably for the last time, to min- | 
gle our remembrances of the living and our regrets | 
over the departed. At such an hour what can I say to 
you which your own hearts have not anticipated?) We | 
stand here—on this narrow strait which separates the | 
long past from the brief futurity which awaits us—a | 
feeble group, the wreck of so many argosies that spread | 
their young and venturous sails on the wide ocean of | 
life, freighted with light hearts, too early overclouded— 
and buoyant hopes too soon quenched beneath its waves. 
How often.as the storms of life assailed them, would | 
they gladly have turned for shelter to this quiet haven | 


| 


who chafes his breast against the bars, which keep him 


which they left so impatiently, as the prisoned eagle, | 


from the green fields and the gay flowers of spring, | 
would, as the clouds of winter gather round him, take | 


| buried glories of Sparta, of Corinth, or Argos; while 
| of Leuctra and Mantinea and Chcronea—names that 
} for ages have stirred up heroic passions in human bo- 


| soms, just enough remains to attest their existence. 


These are melancholy pictures of the decay of nations. 
I do remember too, to have stood by the great mas- 


| ter-spirit of our age on the day when he was crowned 


Emperor. There was that day gathered round him all 
that could fill the ambition or gratify the heart of a bu- 
man being. Conqueror in so many fields, while his 
glory was yet unstained, all the trophies that war can 
give were at h's feet. He had used them nobly, for he 
brought peace and prosperity to lis country, which now 
seemed in its gratitucle, to bestow upon him, not mere- 
ly its honors, but that fatal gift, its fieedom. He was 
surrounded by kinsmen to whom he gave thrones—by 
warriors who haa followed him through so many battles 
to this his last triumph,—by all Europe that seemed to 
contribute or consent, to his elevation. And then the 
outward magnificence—the decorations—the pomps— 
all shed the enchantment of the senses over that great 
spectacle. It seemed asif fortune had gathered all her 
gifts merely to scatter them—as, if in scorn of human 
destiny, of all this splendor, the great object should be 
the first victim. A few short years and I strove to reas- 
semble this pageant. Vain! ‘hat venerable pontiff, the 
chief of the Catholic religion, who had come from Rome 
to bestow on him the crown of Charlemagne, was now 
despoiled of his own kingdom and imprisoned by him, 
—that wife, the sharer of his humbler fortunes, and this 
day the partner of his throne, was divorced by him,and 
her place filled by a stranger—his kinsmen were all de- 
throned and banished or executed—the soldiers who 
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A ot : pe . | had sworn allegiance, betrayed and deserted him—and 

owen? the solitary nest which his young hopes de- | he, the loftiest and proudest of them all. twice dethron- 

serte - ed, twice exiled, perished alone ina wretched island, 
it is our more fortunate lot to come back at last to | 


7 six thousand miles from the scene of his dominion and 
that seclusion;—our early years are recalled by the | his glory. That is the great moral lesson of our age. 


presence of scenes endeared by a crowd of gentle as-| Yet these examples of the decay of nations and the 
sociations,—we seem to bathe our hearts in the clear | uncertain fate of those who govern them, have a weak- 
and cool fountains of our boyhood, whose calm bosom | er hold on our sympathy than those changes which af- 
has never yet been dimmed by the tears of sorrow, nor | fect our own personal existence. It is now thirty-four 
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yeurs since the voice you now hear, sounded for the 
last time within these walls. Thirty-four years! nearly 
half tie period allotted to man’s most prolonged exis- 
tence. A whole generation of men has passed away. 
The infancy of that day has ripened into manhood— 
the mature life of that day has sunk into decrepitude — 
its old age has long since gone. We come beck here 
unremembered and unknown; new forms meet our 
eyes,—voices no longer familiar salute us;—we ask fur 
those we knew and are answered by their descendants, 
From this living solitude, we take refuge in our recol- 
lections, aid strive to people the present with the past. 
We recall the anniversaries which marked our own en- 
trance into the world——our compa:ions radiant with 
their own young happiness at leaping over the barrier 
of their seclusion, and the gay crowd that thronged to 
share their pleasures. Tiere was the father, who came 
to wiiness the honours of his son, the promise only, as 
he fondly deemed, of the greater d stinctions that await- 
ed him,—there was the mother, who wept with ananx- 
ious joy at the triumph of that child whom she had 
nursed in her-own bosom—there was the sister whose 
young heart swelled at the applause which followed 
er own dear playmate. ‘The father, the mother and 
the sisters are «ll gone. We walk through these halls, 
and p:onounce the name of our companions. It was | 
once echoed back by some shout of youthful merriment | 
But no answer comes now. We look into the cham 
bers, round every one of which some fond association 
dwells. The beds are there just as they were wont to 
be, but they who once kaped from them to greet us, 
lie in lowlier beds, where we shall soon join them, and 
from which there is but one, the final waking. These 
are the things that bring home to us our own absolute 
nothingness. They make us pause and ponder on that 
which in the tumult of life is too often forgotten—that 
which, though no human eye hus seen, is worth «ll that 
human eye has ever seen, the deep, and dark, and un- 
fathomed mystery of the human soul, They mike us 
look inward, too, for self-examination, and if that scru- 
tiny may suggest many things which might have been 
better done, or more wisely left undone, we may re 
joice in being spared to repair them. But if the-e 
thoughts are mournful, they bring with them at least 
one consoling assurance. These changes, this decay, 
are only in-ourselves—they have not teuched our coun- 
try. One generation has passed away, another has suc- 
ceeded—but nature is ever the same bounteous mother. 
The fields are as green, the harvests as abundant—and 
our country, blest with a thousand advan'ages—blessed 
above all with free institutions, has outstripped even the 
wildest dreams our imagination had pictured for her. 
Our own institution has had its ful) share in the general 
advancement. We see it with increased and increasing 
resources— with an enlarged and distinguished body of 
Professors—a more numerous train of students—with 
all thy evidences of great and growing prosperity. 

But we must not sadden, with personal themes like 
these, the parting hour of our young friends, who are 
aliout todo as we once did,—with joyous spirits ex- 
change their sec'usion tor the active duties of the world 
At such a moment, the experience of those who have 
gone before t em, may not be wholly useless—and | 
will venture, therefore, to address to them a few words 
not inappropriate now, and which may not perhaps be 
altogether forgotten hereafter. 

You have this day finished your education—you must 
now begin your studies. This education will have been 
unavailing, if it has not taught that although much is 
done, much remains to be done. The taste for letters 
is yours, the capacity to acquire knowledge is \ ours, — 
and your minds, prepared by discipline and instruction, 
have received the seeds of all useful learning. But the 
harvest they may yield depends wholly on yourselves. 
If these rich possessions be neglected, they will run to 
waste and destruction, leaving you the melancholy ex- 
amples of an abortive effort at improvement, But care 
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and cultivation will add largely to your present ac quire- 


ments, and conduct you to any honors or distinctions 
to which you may aspire. To this you are often ex- 
horted by those preceptors whose own success is the 
best testimony of the value of their instructions—but I 
cannot do you a greater service than hy adding my own 
experience to their assurance, that hberal studies will 
be the safest guides and the truest friends in every con- 
dition, private or public, to which you may be des- 
tined. 

You come on the stage cf life at a peculiar period.— 
For more than half a century the world has been shaken 
by a great struggle between new ideas and old institu- 
tions. ‘the ma-s of mankind have outgrown the re- 
straints of their infancy, and are striving to adapt their 
governments to their « pinions, while the great problem 
on the part of existing authorities, is now to yield 


| gracefully, and seem to concede what may else be ex- 


toited. Whatever may be the result, the contest itself 
has deve'cped an intense, and sometimesa distem pered, 
energy in the passions of mei—asnd forced a wider dif- 
fusion of knowledge—a more universal education—a 
more alert and excited feeling among all conditicns.— 
Such a community requires in its lesders a correspond- 
ing power of intellect. They will not submit their 
rights, or liberties, or complicated interests to incompe- 
tent hands—and although sometimes misled by passion 
their purpose is to give power to those only ‘who have 
capacity to employ it usefully and safely. From you, 
therefore, destined as you naturally are to be prominent 
in your nalive communities, more is expected—more 
will be exacted—and your only hope of distinction is 
to be in advance of those whom you aspire to lend, — 
Yeu must go on, or you must go down; and you can go 
on only by diligent perseverance in your studies,so as te 
withstand the heated competition around you. The 
are more valuab!e now, from their power to salam 
the influence of mere physical wants, which is the ten. 
dency of our age. The wonders of mechanical im- 
provement have so surprised the world, and so multi- 
plied its physical plea-ures, that we sometimes incline 
to exaggerate their value. The personal comforts which 
they furnish, have tended to unspiritualize the under- 
standing, and make us prone to disparage more intel- 
lectual pursuits, which yield no such luxurious enjoy- 
ments, But so long as the heart and the iMegination 
must influence human actions—so long as mind pre- 
dominates over matter—that is, while our race endures, 
the nature of man—his passions, his history, and his des- 
tiny will ever be the noblest study of a human being. 
In every walk of life you will find their advantages, — 
You can engage inno pursuit where they will not en- 
sure a superiority over less instructed competitors. In 
those deemed exclusively mechanical, they excite to 
experiment, they suggest improvements, they render 
labor more intelligent, and, therefore, more productive 
Even the most monotonous routine of mechanical life 
leaves many hours tothe dominion of solitary reflection 
which early instruction might kindle into usefulness. — 
They are more necessary in cur country, because labor 
has «ttcched to it here two peculiarities, almost unknown 
e'sewhere— power and leisure— political power, which 
education can alone render valuable—and leisure, the 
natural result of the general prosperity—but the aie 
dangerous gift to an uncultivated mind. 

There are some who fear that these studies may in- 
spire a distaste for industry, and that the fields and 
workshops may be abandoned, because they who work 
can also read. But men need not hate labor beeaute 
they love study—nor look above their profession, be- 
cause they can look beyond it. The industry of any 
community may be safely trusted to the actual wants 
which mske it necessary, and the spirit of accumulation 
which makes it afterwards agreeable—and the only ef. 
fect will be, not to make men work less, but to make 
that work more skilful. Pass through the other oceu- 
pations of life, and cultivation maintains its ascendency. 
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Men are commonly more intelligent in their affairs, ge-| nagement of our own weakness—just as the credulity 
nerally more successful, always more respected, for | of his audience makes half the juggler’s skill. Person- 
habits of taste anc literary cultivation. As you ascend | ally and singly, objects of indifference, our col'ected 
in the scale of lie, their efficacy is still more striking, | merits are devoutly adored when we acquire the name 
In the sacred calling, among those who are equal in the | of **the peo le.” Our soverciguty, our virtues, our 
essentials of Christian virtue, how much more of honor | talents, are the daly themes of eulogy: they assure us 
and of usefulness is the portion of that scholar whose | that we are the best and wisest of the human race—that 
learning enables him to trace back to its source the their highest glory is to be the instruments of our plea- 
stream of revelation, sepsrating from its pure waters | sure, anc that they will never act nor think nor speak 
the turbid infusion which the imperfection of human | but as we direct them. If we name them to executive 
language, or the misguided zeal of fanatics may have | stations, they promise to execute only what we desire— 
mingled with it. In the healing art, what resources for | if we send them to deliberste bodies, they eng»ge ne- 
alleviat‘ng human suffering and prolonging the exis- | ver to deliberate, but be guided solely by the light of 
tence of those we love, may be employed by him who | our intuitive wislom. Startled at first by language, 
renders every age and every climate tributary to his | which, when addressed to other sovercigts, we are ace 
improvement. Inthe kindred profession of the law, ! eustomed to ridicule for its abject sycophancy, constant 
which embraces the whole circle of hum»n affairs, the | repetition makes it less incredible. By degrees, al- 
highest honors are reserved, not for him who is content | though we may not believe all the praise, we cannot 
with the ordinary routine of litigation, but for the ri-| doubt the praiser, till at last we become so spoiled by 
per scholar who seeks in every science—in all liberal | adulation, that truth is unwelcome. If it comes from a 
arts, and throughout the whole domain of letters, what- | stranger, it must be prejudice—if from a native, scarce 
ever may adorn or dignify his noble occupation. But | less than treason; and when some unh»ppy traveller 
it is on the wider field of usefulness, for which every | ventures to smile at follies which we will not see or 
American should be prepared, that these studies are of | dare not acknowledge, ins'ead of disregarding it, or be- 
the highest value. You are all destined for public life. ing amused by it, or profiting by it, we resent it as an 
Many of you will, I trust, be conspicuous there. 1! indignity to our sovereign periections. ‘this childish 
deem it right, then, earnestly to impress on you the in- | sensitiveness would be only ludicrous if it did not ex. 
fluence of liberal stucies on public duties, by ex- pose us to t! e seduction of those who flatter us only till 
plaining my own conviction t at inattention to them is a | they are able to betray us—as men praise what they 
prevailing defect among us—that one of the greatest | mean to sell—treating us like pagan idols, caressed till 
dangers to our institutons arises from the want of | we have granted away our power—and then scourged 
them—and that, without them, no public man can ever | for ourimpotence. ‘Their pursuit of place has alienated 
acquire extended usefulness or durable fame. them from the walks of honest industry—their anxiety 

In our country, too many young men rush into the | for the public firtunes has dissipated their own. With 
arena of public life without adequate pr-paration.— | nothing lefi either in their minds or means to retreat 

They go abroad becanse their home is cheerless. They | upon; having no self-esteem, avd losing that of others, 
fill their minds with the vulzar excitement of what they | when they cease to possess authority, they acquire a 
call politics, tor the want of more genal stimu'ants | servile love of sunshine—a dread of being what is calle 
within, Unable to sustain the rivalry of more d scipliv- | ed unpopular, that makes them the ready instruments 
ed intellects, they soon retire in disgust and mortifica- | of any clief who promises to be the s'rongest. They 
tion, or what isfar worse, persevere after distinctions | degenerate at last into mere demagogues, wandering 
which they can now obtain only by artifice. They ac- | ab wut the political common, without a principle or a 
cordingly take refuge in leagues and factions—they re-} dol!ar. and anxious to dispose to the h ghest bidver of 
joice in stratagems—they glory in combinations, --wea- | their only remaining po session, their pop arity. If 

ns ali these, by which mediocrity reveng s itself on | successful, they grow giddy wih the frequ:nt turns by 
the uncalculating manliness of genius—and mines its | which they rose, and wither into obscurity, If the 
way to power. Their knowledge of themselves inspires | miscalculate—if they fall in'o that fatal error—a minort- 

a low estimate of others. They distrust the judgment | ty—retirement, which is synonimous with disgrace, 
and the intelligence of the community, on whose pas- | awaits them, while their more fortunate rivals, after 
sions alone they rely for advancement—and their only | flourishing for a season in a gaudy and feverish notorie- 
study is to watch the shifting currents of popular pre-| ty, are eclipsed by some fresher demagogues, some 
judice, and be ready at a moment’s warning to follow | more popular man of the people. Such is the melan- 
them. - For this purpose, their theory is, to have no | chuly history of many persons, victims of an abortive 
principles and to give no opinions, never to do any | ambition, whom more cultivation might have rendered 
thing so marked as to be inconsistent with doing the | useful and honorable citizens. 
direct reverse—and never to say any thing not capable Above this crowd, and beyond them all stands that 
of contradictory explanations. They are thus disen- | character which I trust many of you will become—a real 
cumbered for the race—and as the ancient mathemati- | American statesman. 
cian could have moved the world if he had had a place| ‘For the high and holy duty of serving his country, 
to stand on, they are sure of success if they have only | he begins by deep and solitary studies of its constitution 
room to turn. Accordingly,they worship cunning, which | and laws, and all its great intere-ts. ‘These studies ate 
is only the counterfeit of wisdom, and deem themselves | extended over the whole circumference o! knowledge 
ssgacious only because they are selfish. ‘They believe | all the depths and shoals of the human passions are 
that all generous sentiments of love of country, for | sounded to acquire the mastery over them. The solid 
which they feel no sympathy in their own breasts, are | structure is then strengthened and embellished by fa- 
hollow pretences in others—that public life is a game in | miliarity with ancient and modern languages—with his- 
which success depends on dexterity—an:d that all go-| tory, which supplies the treasures of old experience— 
vernment is a mere struggle for place. They thus dis- | with eloquence, which gives them attraction—and with 
arm ambition of its only fascination, the desire of au-| the whole of that wide miscellaneous literature, which 
thority in order to benefit the country; since they do | spreads over them all a perpetual freshness and variety. 
not seek places to obtain power, but power to obtain | These acquirements are sometimes reproached by the 
piaces. Such persons may rise to great official sta- | ignorant as being pedantry. They would be pedantic 
tions—for high offices are like the tops of the pyramids, | if they intruded into pubhec affairs inappropriately, but 
which reptiles can reach as well as eagles. But though | in subordination to the settled habits of the individual, 
they may gain places, they never can gain honors—they | they add grace to the strength ot his general character, 
may be politicians—they never can become statesmen. | as the foliage ornaments the fruit that ripens beneath it. 
The mystery of their success lies in their adroit ma-| They are again denounced as weakening the force of 
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native talent, and contrasted disparagingly with what 
are calle) rough and strong minded men. But rough- 
ness is no necessiry attendant on strength; the true steel 
is not weakened by the highest polish—just as the 
scymetar of Damascus, more flexible in the hands of its 
master, inflicts a keener wound tha, the coarsest blade. 
So far from impairing-the nat ve strength of the mind, 
at every moment this knowledge is available. in the 
play of human interests and passions, the same causes 
ever influence the same resulis; what has been, will 
again be, and there is no contingency of affairs on which 
the history of the past may not shed its warning light on 
the future. The modern languages bring him into im- 
mediate contact with the living science and the gifted 
minds of his remote cotemporaries. All the forms of 
literature, which are but the varied modifications in 
which the human intellect develops itself, contribute to 
reveal to him its structure and its passions—and these 
endowments can be displayed ina statesman’s career 
only by eloquence—itself a master power, attained only 
by cultivation, and never more requiring it than now, 
when its influence is endangered by its abuse. Our in- 
stitutions require and create a multitude of public 
speakers and writers—but, without culture, their very 
numbers impede their excellence—as the wild richness 
of the soil throws out an unweeded and rank luxuriance. 
Accordingly, in all that we say or write about public 
affairs, a crude abundance is the disease of our Ameri- 
can style. On the commonest topic of business, a 
speech swells into a declamation—an official statement 
grows to a dissertation. A discourse about any thing 
must contain every thing. We will take nothing for 
granted. We must commence at the very commence- 
ment. An ejectment forten acres, reproduces the whole 
discovery of America—a discussion about a tariff or a 
turnpike, summons from their remotest caves the ad- 
verse blasts of windy rhetoric—and on those great 
Sefbonian bogs, known in poliiical geography as con- 
stitutional questions, our ambitious fluency often begins 
with the general deluge, and ends with its own. It is 
thus that even the good sense and reason of some be 
come wearisome, while the undisciplined fancy of others 
wanders into all the extravagances and the gaudy phra- 
seology which ‘distinguish our western orientalism.— 
The result is, that our public affairs are in danger of 
becoming wholly unintelligible—concealed rather than | 
explained, as they often are, in long harangues which | 
few who can escape will hear, and in massive docu- 
ments which all who see will shun. For this idle waste | 
of words—at once a political evil and a social wrong— | 
the only remedy is study. The last degree of refine- | 
ment is simplicity; the highest eloquence is the plainest; | 
the most effective style is the pure, severe and vigo.- | 
rous manner, of which the great masters are the best | 
teachers. 

But the endearing charm of letters in a statemen, is | 
the calmness and dgnity which they diffuse over his | 
whole thoughts and character. fe feels that there are | 
— pursuits than the strugzles for place. He knows 
that he has other enjoyments. They assist his public | 
duties—they recruit his exhausted powers, and they 
fill with a calm and genuine satisfaction, those hours of | 
repose so irksome to the mere man of politics. Above | 
all, and what is worth all, they make him more tho- | 
roughly and perfectly independeat. It is this spirit of | 
personal independence which is the great safe-guard of 
our institutions, It seems to be the law of our physical 
and of our moral nature, that every thing should per- 
ish in its own excesses, The peculiar merit of free in- | 
stitutions is, that they embody and enforce the public 
sentiment—the abuse which has destroyed them is, that | 
they execute prematurely, the crude opinions of masses 
of men without adequate reflection, and before the | 
passions which excited them can subside. Opinions | 
now are so easily accumulated in masses, and their ac- 
tion is so immediate, that unless their first impulses are 


resisted, they will not brook even the restraints which, ' al contemplation of the examples of those wio have 
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in cooler moments, they have imposed on themselves, 
but break over the barriers of their own laws. Their 
impatience is quickened by the constant adulation from 
the competitor for their favor, till, at last, men become 
unwilling to hazard offence by speaking wholesome 
truth. It is thus that the caprice of a single individual, 
some wild phantasy, perhaps, of some unworthy per- 
son, easily corrected, or, if there were need, easily sub- 
-dued at first—when propagited over numerous minds, 
not more intelligent than the first, becomes, at length, 
commanding—and superior intellects are overawed by 
the imposing presence of a wide spread folly, as the 
noxious vapor of the lowest marsh, may poison, by 
contagion, a thousand free hills, This is our first dan- 
ger. The second and far greater peril is, when thesé 
excited masses are wielded by temporary favorites, 
who lead them against the constitution and the laws.— 
For both these dangers, the only security for freedom is 
found in the personal independence of public men. — 
This independence is not a mere abundance of fortune, 
which makes place unnecessary—for wealth is no secu- 
rity for personal uprightness—but it is the indepen- 
dence of mind, the result of talents and education, 
which makes the possessor conscious that he relies on 
himself alone—that he seeks no station by unworthy 
means—will receive none with humiliation —will retain 
none with dishonor. They take their stand according- 
ly. Their true position is that where they can best 
defend the country equally from this inflamed popu- 
lace and their unworthy leaders—on the one hand, re- 
sisting this fatal weakness—the fear of losing popu- 
lar favor—and, on the other, disdaining all humiliating 
compliances with men in power. 

Of the ancient and modern world, the best model of 
the union of the man of letters and the statesman was 
he, with whose writings your studies have made you 
familiar—Cicero. The most diligent researches, the 
most various acquirements, prepared him for the active 
career of public life, which he mingled with laborious 
studies, so as never, fora moment, to diminish the vi- 
gor of his public character. How often, and how well 
he served his country all history attests. When the 
arts and the arms of Cataline had nearly destroyed the 
freedom of Rome, it was this great man of letters*who 
threw himself into the midst of that band of desperate 
conspirators, and by his single intrepidity and eloquence 
rescued the republic. 


When tiaat more noble and dangerous criminal, Casar, 
broke down the public liberty, after vainly striving to 
resist the tide of infatuation, Cicero retired to his farm, 
where he composed those deep philosophical works 
which have been the adimiration of all succeeding time. 
But they could not avert his heart- from his country— 
and on that day—on thit very hour when the dagger 
of Casca avenged the freedom of Rome, he was in the 
Senate, and the first words of Brutus on raising his 
bloody steel, were to call on Cicero—the noblest ho- 
mage, this, which patriotism ever paid to letters, 


Let it not diminish your admiration that Cicero was 
proscribed and put to death. They who live for their 
country must be prepared to die for it. For the same 
reason, hatred to those who enslaved his country, his 
great predecessor, Demo-thenes, shared a similar fate. 
But both died in their country’s service—and their great 
memories shall endure for ever, long after the loftiest 


structures of the proudest sovereigns. There were . 


kings in Egypt who piled up enormous monuments 
with the vain hope of immortality. Their follies have 
survived their history. Noman can tell who built the 
pyramids. But the names of these great martyrs of hu- 
man liberty have been in all succeeding time the trum- 
pet call to freedom. Each word which they have spo- 
ken is treasured, and has served to rally nations against 


their oppressors. 
Trained by these studies and animated by ties habitu- 
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gone before you, as a true American statesman, you | ignorance and profligacy. You will live to see the laws 
may lay your hand on your country’sal'ar. From that | re-established—these banditti will be scourged back to 
hour—swerved by no sinister purpose, swayed by no | their caverns—the penitentiary will reclaim its fugitives 
sclfish motive—your whole heart must be devoted to | in office, and the only remembrance which history will 
her happiness and her glory. No country could be | preserve of them, is the energy with which you resisted 
worthier of a statesman’s care. On none has nature | and defeated them. 

lavished more of the materials of happiness and of My last words then to you, my young friends, are to 
greatness—as fatal if they are misdirected, as they | pursue the stud‘es which you have succes-fully begun. 
must be glorious when rightly used, On the Amer | you may always confide in them as the ornaments of 
rican statesman, then, devolves the solemn charge of | prosperity—the consolation of adverse fortune—your 
sustaining its institutions against temporary excesses, }support in public life—your refuge in retirement— 
either of the people or their rulers—and protecting | giving to the private citizen his most refined enjoy- 


them from their greatest foes—which will always lic | ments, and to the statesman, independence and distinc- 
in their own bosom. You can accomplish this only by | tion. 


persevering in your own independence—by doing vour 
duty fearlessly to the country. If you fa. to please toms 
her, do not the less serve her, for she is not the less 
your country. Never flatter the people—leave that to 
those who mean to betray them. Remember that the 


INAUGURATION OF GOVERNOR RITNER. 
man who gave the most luxuriant en'ertainments to the 
Roman people, was the same who immediately afier 


Harrisburg, Dee. 15, 1835. 
destroyed their freedom. ‘hat was Julius Cesar. Re-| pp inauguration of the Governor has just taken 
member that the most bloody tyrant of our age Was | Hace. ‘The crowd was immense. Not one-fourth of 
on ren a: ie coustai. So Ghe-sneb, and scarcely | the citizens assembled were enabled to get within the 
ever spoke without invoking for his atrocities what he State House. ‘The joint committee of both Houses, to 
called “the poor people.” ‘hat man was Kobespiere. ; ’ , ; cs 
Never let any action of your life be influenced by the | Tt penrese "Tle Mershale were General M-Cullough 
Comet obtaining popular applause at the expense of | of the Senate, and Mr. Thompson of the House of Re- 
your own sincere and manly evnvictions. No favor | jresentatives. Atan early hour the hall of the House 
from auy sovereign—a single individual, or thirteen att . . 
ices ain saute you for the loss of your own es- oS ee Bian’ hae fen tome 
teem. Ifthey are offended, trust to their returning | sows of seats were filled with the mentite of the House, 
reason to do you justice, and should that hope fail, | the middle row, the floor of the House, and the lobby, 
eee te meek tere rnd a —s ay | with the ladies, and the front row with the members of 

oe a ore a. GER CEReh: | Senate. The joint ittee accompanied the 
ly leave it, since you are qualified for retirement, and ee air sv fialf past 11 o'clock, - ‘ob l dgings 
oe eee into it the proud consolation of having of the old Governor, where the procession was formed 
f |at 15 minutes befcre 12. The procession was headed 
But should you ever be called to act the stern, yet | or scteeutestagunton of uaiben te Harrisburg band, 
panne — eee Catepmen penne followed by the Governor and Governor elect, the 
a ree . a en eee eens Heads of Departments, one and ee to the 
ee ee | State House. On en ering the House of Representa- 
- ait ad:ator mG ss ; : 
hme ks Masimime—not ney findiator slave ke | ives the Governor elest ork the Speaker's chair. The 
-. + oo , ; jas seat t,.the Sreaker of the Se- 
with the insolent ambition to command you and your | ee ie may sail the Seabee var House on the 
childrea. More dangerous still, the people may be bar- | jeg of the Governor. The Heads of Departments and 
tered away as other sovereigns have been, by faithless | 4. Canal Commissioners were seated on the right and 
favorites, just us the very guards at Rome sold the em- | left of the Speaker’s chair. 
pire at open auction to the highest bidder, Julian. The | 9 o'clock tl h of of Sesinietanad 
same arts which succeeded of old, may not be unavail- | At 12 o'clock the oath of office was administered to 
ing here—a conspiracy of profligate men, pandering | the Governor elect, who took the oath with the uplifted 
o . . * . ® 
to the passions of the people; may inflame them to hand, after which he read his Inaugural Address. I 
their ruin—and the country, betrayed into the hands me — ae an GRPY> oe “ 
of its worst citizens, may be enslaved with all the ap. | Atier the eddrest was, read, tne Soyerne, ¢s-We- 
pearances of freedum. ‘Should that day come, remem- | YE™" Heads of Departments, citizens and the Senate 
ber never to capitulate—never to compromise—never | left the Hall, when the House ordered 10,000 copies in 
to yield to the country’s enemies, Remember that | es and ne German, of the Address to be 
crime is not the less guiity—it is only the more danger- SERENE Ses SaemNen- 
ous by success. If you should see the cause betrayed . 
by those who ought to defend it, be you only the more 
faithful. Never desert the country—rever despond Pea, ee. Tenmpionans Telagagh Save. 
over its fortunes. Confront its betr.yers, as madmen 
are made to quail beneath the stern gaze of feailess JOSEPH RITNER. 
reason. They will denounce you. Disregard their si 
outcries—it is only the scream of the vultures whom | Fellow Citizens:— 


you scare from their prey. They will seek to destroy | The people of the State have entrusted to me, for 
you. Kejoice that your country’s enemies are yours. | the ensuing three years, the performunce of the duties 
You can never fall more worthily than in defending her | of the Executive Department of the Government. I 
from her own degenerate children. If overborne by | accept the trust, with the profoundest gratitude for the 
this tumult, and (the cxuse seems hopeless, continue | honour conferred, and the most unfeigned diffidence of 
self-sustained and self-possessed. Retire to your fields, my ability to fulfil its various and important duties, in 
but look beyond them. Nourish your spirits with | such manner as to meet their just and reasonable expec. 
meditation on the mighty dead who have saved their | tations. 

country. From your own quiet elevation, watchcalm-| The office of Chief Magistrate of a large and growing 
ly this servile route as its triumph sweeps before you. | community is, at all times, one of much responsibility. 
The avenging hour will at last come. It cannot be that | Most especially is it so at the present juncture in Penn- 
eur fiee-oation can long endure the vulgar dominion cf | sylvania. Questious of great moment many of thew 








From the Inquirer. 
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novel and all intimately connected with the feelings 
and interests of the people demand his care and atten- 
tion. 

Perhaps a selfish caution would, on those subjects, 
indicate silence as the safest course for one just enter- 
ing on the office of Chief Magistrate. But he who 
assumes that s ation is called to it, not for the purpose 
of consulting his own convenience or his own teelings, 
but the wishes and the prosperity of the whole commu- 
nity, It cannot be supposed that I have entered upon 
it, without having previously adopted certain leading 
principles for the regulation of my Executive conduct. 
‘Yo an early knowledge of them, my fellow citizens 
have an undoubted right. 


And here, before entering upon questions of more 
immediate interest to us, as citizens of this state, I 
would desire it distinctly to be understood, that | pos- 
sess a proper cstimate of the importance of Pennsylva- 
nia, both as a state, and asa member of the great na- 
tional family. While the rights and feelings of every 
part of the Union will be serupulously respected, and 
its perpetuation and honor cordially promoted, 1 shall 
not consent to sacrifice her interests to propitiate power, 
or conciliate favour, in any quarter, however high and 
influential. 


Among subjects of State policy there is one of most 
prominent interest. The great system of Internal im- 
provement, in which we have been for years engaged, 
las encumbered the resources, and deranged the finan- 
ces of the commonweilth; produced new, but as yet 
nearly untried channels for business, and springs to 
private enterprise; and materially affected the occupa- 
tions and interests of the people. The cares and dutics 
of those who administer the Legislative and Executive 
Departments of the Government, are in the same pro- 
portion increased. Sound policy, demands that opera- 
tions which have thus shaken the old order of things, 
and that public works which have cost so much,should, 
as speedily as possible, be made to answer the great 
object for which they were originally designed—the 
public good. To accomplish it, the most vigorous mea- 
sures and the most rigid economy are absolutely neces- 
sary, and will be enforced. Every exer ion will be 
made to give ener -y and certainty to a system which as 
yet, has exhibited little more than a doubtful promise 
of utility commensurate with the sacrifices made for its 
accomplishment. 


With the vast debt already contracted before us, 
prudence would forbid the undertaking of any new, 
separate, and independent work, until those now in 
operation and in progress, prove, by actual experience, 
to be capable of sustaining themselves, and furnish 
evidence that they will, in a reasonable time, extin- 
guish their original cost, without re-ort to taxation.— 
But where further extension of the public works is 
necessary, to rengler those already made or in progress, 
profitable and beneficial, economy and sound policy, 
and a just regard for the interests of the people, 
would require such extension to be authorized and 
completed. 


Next inorder to the developement and care of the 
phy-ical resources of the commonwealth, though of 
vastly higher moment in itself, is the cultivation of its 
mental energies. A system of common school educa- 
tion has been recently commenced. It will affurd me 
sincere pleasure to co-operate with the Legislature, in 
the attempt to give it real usefulness, by adapting it to 
the wants and feelings of the people. 

The permanency of a Republic depends on the vir- 
tue of its citizens. Whilst they are virtuous and intel- 
ligent, the acts of their agents will be restrained and di- 
rected to the public good, which is the only legitimate 
object of all government. tndustry,and economy, in all 
the transactions and conduct of individuals, are the 
principal promoters of that independence of character, 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF JOSEPH RITNER. 








































395 





— 





ee ATT | 


cy avails, depends the existence of a government, re- 
publican not solely in name, but in reality. It is there- 
fore the imperative duty of those in authority, to pro- 
tect the weak against the powerful, and to foster and 
encourage the laborious, the industrious, and the eco- 
nomical, in every class of society. To the performance 
of this duty I pledge the co-operation of the executive 
branch of the government. . 
The maintenance of a sound currency is one of the 
| most difficult, but indispensable duties of those who ad- 
minister the government, in a community possessing 
such various interest as that to which we belong Con- 
venience, and that consideration alone, has caused the 
substitution of paper money for specie. The idea that 
money was to be made by speculating on the inconve- 
nience of a metallic currency; or that paper money 
was to be created, merely to enable a few to realize 
large sums by turning the act of its creation to their 
own account, never, fora moment, entered the minds 
of those who first adopted this useful and valuable ex- 
pedient, Their object was the obtainment of a repre- 
sentative, possessing all the utility and value, without 
any of the inconvenience of the thing represented, In 
this point of view, the increase of the substitute, be- 
yond the actual value and amount of its principal, is a 
fraud upon the public. The man who takes it in 
payment for his labor, his goods, or his jand, is cheat- 
ed 


—— 





———— $e 


My object will, therefore be, on the one hand, to 

confine, us far as in me lies,the amount of paper money 
| within the bounds just stated, while on the other, public 
| accommodation and the demands of business will be 
| consul'ed 

‘the exercise of the appointing power isa task of 

| much delicacy. The present constitution has entrusted 
itto the judgment and discretion of the Chief Magis- 
| trate. His object sould be the selection of officers 
| who will advance the comfort and prosperity of all, by 

a faithful, honest, and efficient discharge of their duty. 
| While the power remains in my hands that object will 
| be kept in view. 
| The supremacy of the Laws and the equal rights of 
' the people, whether threatened or assailed by individ- 

uals, or by secret sworn associations, I shall, so far as 
| may be compatible with the constitutional power of 
| the Executive, endeavour to maintain, as well in com- 
| plance with the known will of the people, as from ob- 
| ligations of duty to the commonwealth, 


| In these endeavours I shall entertain no doubt of zea- 

| lous co operation by the enlightened and patriotic Le- 

| gislature of the State, The people have willed the de- 

| struction of all secret soc‘eties, and that will cannot be 
disregarded. 


In the attempt to render the power of the Laws equal 
| and supreme over all, that certainty in their operation 
| which is so essentially conducive to the prevention of 
crime should be alwayskept in view. Ina community 
| possessing a criminal code so proverbially mild, and a 
| mode of trial so fair and open, as that to which we be- 
| long, the p»rdoning power should be rarely and with 

extreme caution interposed. I trust I shall be enabled, 
in the use of it, to listen only to the demands of public 
justice and the general good. No consideration arising 
from feelings of mere pity, or from respect of person 
or station, shall influence my conduct. When punish- 
ment is certain,crime decreases, and then only may the 
severity of the laws with safety be still further miti- 
gated. 

Ienter upon the discharge of the arduous dut’es of 
the office of Governor, with the constitution which I 
have just sworn to support, as the guide, and the pros- 
perity of the people of Pennsylvania as the object of 

| my Jabonrs; relying upon the Legislature for aid in my 
endeavours to serve our common constituents,and upon 
| the candour and liberality of my fellow citizens to excuse 





and of that virtue, on which, so far as mere human agen- | the unintentional and unavoidable errors that may oecur 


















































- 
T A 


0 MT Ps 


PA. byt ate tee tog oa 


ars 
ph et 


sure reliance can be placed, and from whom cometh 
that wisdom which cannot err. 
Dec. 15, 1835. 









JOSEPH RITNER. 


From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thursday evening, Dec. 3. 
SELECT COUNCIL. 


Messrs. Price, Chandler, Weigand, and McCreedy, 
presented petitions, numerously signed, praying for the 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


SSS re 
in my administration of the Government. That those | vor of the amendment, and Messrs. W 
errors may not be permanently injurious to my native | therill against. 
state, is my sincere prayer to that Being on whomalone | the negative by 
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eigand and We- 
The question was finally decided in 
ayes and nays, as follows: 


Ayes—Messrs. Meredith, Price, Foach and Wil- 


iams—4., 


Nays—Messrs, Chandler, Lewis, McCreedy, We- 


therill and Weigand—5. 


Mr. Price moved to amend the third resolution, by 


striking out ** the Commitsee on Cily Properly,” and in- 
serting “the Con mittee on Public Highways,” which 
after some discussion, was decided in the affirmative, 
by yeasand nays, as follows: 


Ayes—Messrs, Chandler, Meredith, Price, Roach, and 


W illiams—5. 


Nays—Messrs. Lewis, McCreedy, Wetherill, Wei- 


extension of the Broad street rail road down Market | gand—4. 


street to the Delaware river. 


Mr. Price presented a long and able communication 
from the Philadelphia Board of Trade, in favor of the 
game object. Referred to the committee on public 
highways, 

Mr. Chandler presented a memorial from the West 
Philadelphia Rail Road Company, stating that the com- 
pany are desirous of a conference with a committee of 
Councils, respecting the extension of their Rail Road, 
to be completed in August next, across the Schuylkill 
river, on the piers of the Permanent Bridge. Referred 
to committee on public highways, 

The President submitted a communication from the 
City Commissioners, enclosing a statement of the num- 
ber of permits for placing building materials, granted 





COMMON COUNCIL. 


The President read a communication from the City 
Commissioners, in relation to the number of buildings 
already built, or in progress for the present year, with 
the height of each, and the purpose for which they are 
designed. 

Mr. Stacy presented a memorial from the Philadel- 
phia Board of Trade, requesting Council to sanction 
the plan proposed for the extension of a rail way from 
Broad along High street to the river Delaware. Or- 
dered to be printed in all the city papers. 


Mr. Lancaster presented a memorial from Christo- 
pher Goade, containing a plan for paving the streets 


during the last quarter, with a description of the build- | With square blocks of stone, and soliciting a contract. 


ings. Laidon the table. 

The Clerk of Common Council, communicated the 
annexed resolutions, adopted by Common Council at 
the last meeting. 


Referred to committee on public highways. 

Messrs. Charles S. Smith, Wright, Rawle, Wm. T. 
Smith, Cornelius S. Smith, Earp, ‘Thomason, Hinch- 
man, Otis and Fraley, presented petitions in favor of 


Whereas, the security and promotion of the trade of | the proposed Market street rail way. Laid on the ta- 


the city of Philadelphia, are —— of the first impor- 
tance, and the facilities now afforded for the reception 


e. 


Mr. Otis, a petition from the West Philadelphia Rail 


and distribution of the increasing commerce of the Road Company, requesting Councils to appoint a com- 
great internal improvement of the State, are not cal- | mittee of conference, to take into consideration the ex- 
culated to extend its benefits to the eastern part of the | pediency of extending said Rail Road from the east side 


city, 

Therefore Resolved, by the Select and Common 
Council, That it is expedient to commence the con- 
struction of a rail wey forthwith, beginning at the in- 
tersection of Broad and High street, and to be contin- 
ued eastward, through High street to Delaware Third 


of the Permanent Bridge along High street to Broad. 
Referred to committee on public highways. 


Mr. Wright presented a draft of the proceedings of 
a meeting of the inhabitants of Blockley township, in 
relation to making the Permanent Bridge toll free, with 
a resolution asking a conference with a committee of 


street, thence southward, along Third street to Dock Councils. Referred to a j: int special committce,consisting 


street, and through Dock street to the Drawbridge 
landing. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Highways 
be instructed to report an ordinance providing for the 


of Messrs. Wright and Otis, Common Council, and 
McCreedy and Chandler, Select Council. 


Mr. Fraley submitted the report of the finance com- 
mittee, in relation to the salaries of officers of Councils, 


construction of the said rail way, on the basis of a plan accompanied by an ordinance, fixing the salaries of the 
herewith submitted, with a double track so located in Clerks at $550 per annum, and that of the Messenger 
High street, east of Delaware Fighth street, as not to at $30C. Report accepted, and ordinance passed. 


interfere with the accommodations now afforded by the 


On motion of Mr, Wm. 'T. Smith, it was resolved that 


present market houses, and that they present an esti- | so much of the memorial of the Board of Trade as re- 


mate of the cost of said rail way. 


lated to the erection of a Warehouse on the Drawbridge 


Resolved, That the Committee on City Property be | lot for the storing Tobacco, be referred to the Commit- 
instructed to report an ordinance pune for such al- | tee on City Property. 


terations in the present market houses as may be ne- 


Mr. Rowland on behalf of the Committee on City 


cessary to permit the construction of the rail way, pro- | Property, reported a bill for the construction of a rail 
viding the same extent of accommodations as are now | way along High street to Third, thence along ‘I hird to 
afforded for markets, with an estimate of the cost of | Dock, and along Dock to the river Délaware. 


such elterations. 


The Bill having been read, Mr. Fraley moved its se- 


The resolutions being taken up for consideration, | cond reading, upon whichan animated debate ensueed— 
Mr. Williams moved to amend the first resolution, by | Messrs. Gilder, Wright, Rawle, Hinchman, Otis and 
striking out the words “ that it is expedient to com-| Sailor objecting to its present consideration as bein 
mence,”’ and inserting *‘that the committee on Public | premature. Messrs. Fraley, Wm. T. Smith, Stacy an 
Highways be instructed to inquire into the expediency | Earp, maintaining the affirmative. But the latter gen- 
of commencing,” upon which motion an animated de- | tlemen at the same time, expressing their willingness to 


bate ensued. Messrs. Williams and Price spoke in fa- | suffer its postponement for the present, with the express 
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understanding that at the next meeting of Councils, 
members would come prepared finally to discuss its 
merits, 

On motion of Mr. Fraley Council adjourned to meet 
on Thursday evening, (the 10th instant. ) 





Thursday evening, Dec. 10. 
SELECT COUNCIL. 


Mr. Price presented a petition from persons occupy- 
ing certain sta ls in the Second street Market, remon- 
strating against a proposed change in the market laws, 
by which venders of country produce, will be excluded 
from the market. Referred to Committee on City Pro- 

erty. 

. Mr. McCreedy presented a memorial remonstrating 
against the extension of the rail road down Market 
street to the Delaware. Referred to the Comittee on 
Public Highways, 

Mr. Lewis from the Commissioners of the Girard 

Estates, presented a report stating, that at a recent 
meeting of the stockholders of the Permanent Bridge 
Company, called to consider the expediency of making 
arrangements for carrying the West Philadelphia Rail 
Road across the river, on the piers of the Bridge, Mr. 
Richard Price was present as the representative of the 
stock held by the city in said Bridge Company. The 
stockholders, after a due consideration of the subject, 
deemed it inexpedient to take any measures in relation 
tothe rail road, The original cost of the bridge, it 
appears, was $300,000, and the charter of the Company 
extends twenty-five years from the time the Bridge 
was finished. ‘The act of incorporation provides that 
when the profits of the Bridge exceed 15 per cent., the 
sums over that amount shall be appropriated to a sink- 
ing fund to redeem the original expenditure, so that 
the Bridge may become a free Bridge. The amount of 
the sinking fund is, at this time, about $11,000. The 
report states that while it is manifestly the interest of 
the stockholders that the Bridge should remain in its 
present situation, it is no less manifestly the interest of 
our citizens that it should be made a free Bridge, and 
be so altered as to accommodate the passage of the rail 
road, and many cogent arguments are produced in fa- 
vor of this view of the subject. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Price offered a resolution instructing the com- 
mittee of Finance to inquire into the present mode of 
renting stalls in the market houses, and whether the 
city rental would not be increased by disposing of the 
same at public auction. 


[Select Council concurred in the resolutions of the 
Common Council, respecting the Philadelphia Muse- 
um, but subsequently, on motion of Messrs. Dunlap 
and Roach, the concurrence was re-considered, and the 
resolutions were laid on the table. ] 


COMMON COUNCIL. 


Mr. Ch. S. Smith presented a petition from the 
Washington Fire Company, praying Councils to allow 
them a portion of the lots at the corner of 10th and 
Lombard street, for their apparatus, &c. Referred to 
Committee on City Property. 

Mr. Sailor presented the abstract of the proceedings 
of a meeting in North Mulberry Ward, opposed to the 
construction of a Rail Road along Market street, and 
requesting their representatives in Council, Messrs. 
= and Fraley, to oppose the measures. Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Wright presented a petition in favor of the pro- 
posed Rail way. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Rowland, on behalf of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Highways, submitted a report accompanied with an 
Ordinance for the construction of a Rail Road upon 
High street, to connect with the Columbia Kail Road 
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at Broad street, and Delaware Avenue by double 
tracks from Broad to Delaware Fighth street, thence 
by single tracks on each side of the Market Houses to 
Delaware Third street, thence along Third to Dock and 
Delaware Avenue. Laid upon the table. 


itself into a committee of the whole, for the considera- 
tion of the Bill. Mr. Gilder was appointed chairman, 
and an animated debate ensued. Messrs. Rowland, Earp, 
Troth, C. S. Smith, Wm, T. Smith, Fraley, Hinchman, 
Rawle, Wright, and Sailor, taking parttherein. Seve- 
ral amendments were introduced into the biil, but in 
no wise destroying its original features, and having 
passed through its second reading, the committee rose 
and reported, whereupon the ordinance was formally 
taken up by Council, and carried through ‘its several 
stages. The question of its final adoption was taken, 
when the vote stood as follows: : 


Lancaster, Marshall, Otis, Rawle, Wm. T. Smith, Ch. 
S. Smith, Corn. S. Smith, Stacey, Troth, Wright—14. 


November, 1735, precisely one hundred years ago this 
day, there is a price current, which we shall copy for 
the benefit of our readers, having reduced the Provin- 
cial currency into dollars and cents. It is as follows: 
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On motion of Mr. Fraley, Common Council resolved 


Yeas—Messrs, Canby, Earp, Fraley, Hinchman, 


Nays—Messrs. Gilder, Rowland, Sailor, Warner. 
Messrs. Thomason and Darrah, absent. 


From the Philadelphia Gazette, of Nov. 27. 


PHILADELPHIA A CENTURY AGO. 
In the Mercury published in this city, on the 27th of 


Flour $1 40 per hundred. 
White biscuit 2 40 do 
Middling do 1 73 do 

Brown do 1 47 do 

Ship do 1 60 do 
Muscovado sugars4 27 do 

Ginger 4 27 do 
Powder 26 67 do 
Tobacco 1 87 do 
Turpentine 80 do 

Loaf Sugar 22 cents per lb. (wholesale.) 
Cotton 13 cents per lb. 
Alspice 20 do 

Indigo 1 33 do 

Rum 29 cents per gallon. 
Molasses 20 do 

Pork 4 67 per barrel. 
Beef 4 00 do 

Pitch 1 87 do 

Tar 1 07 do 

Wheat 49 cts. per bushels, 
Indian Corn 20 do 
Flaxseed 53 do 

Fine salt 22 do 

Coarse do 20 do 

Pipe staves 14 00 pr. M. 
Hogshead do 5 53 to 6 67. 

Barrel do 4 67 to 5 33. 


Madeira wine 58 67 per pipe. 

Amongst the advertisements in the same paper, 
which are nineteen in number, tliere are two for stray 
horses; four for runaway while men servants, from the 
ages of 20 to 26 years, four for vessels bound to foreign 
ports, one for a fugitive wife, one fora negro woman 
offered for sale, five for merchandize, and two for sta- 
tionary. Three of the runaways wore osnabrig shirts, 
they all wore breeches, and two of them wore wigs. In- 
deed if people were to appear in our streets with the 
dresses that are there described as common no doubt in. 
those days, they would excite a smile wherever they 
were seen, 
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ARMSTRONG COUNTY. Decemstn 


From the Bucks County Intelligencer. 
RAIL ROAD MEETING. 





and the industrious bee is abroad kissing the last drop 
of nectar from the dripping flower, 
sak As an evidence of the mildness of the season, I give 


At a meeting of the citizens of this Commonwealth, | ¥°" the names of several plants which I found this af- 
friendly to a Rail Road from the City of Philadelphia gener in full bloom. dis! ‘napis Ni 
to inteisect the Delaware River at Taylorsville, held Rapleanus Lativus;—Radish. Sinap's Nigra;—Mus- 
pursuant to public notice, at the house ot Robert tard. Souchus Oleraceus;—common sow thistle. Thlas- 
Thornton, in said villuge, on the 7th inst. Dr. ‘Tho- | Pi Bursa pastones,—Shepherd purse. Eyrsjum officin- 


st. 4 . ale;—Hedye Mustard. Maloa Rotunde folia. Running 
Su a iaed tae oan, Ge ee. Mallows. Leontodon Taraxacum;—Dandelion. Lami- 


Afier some remarks in relation to the object of the | 
meeting, on motion of M. K. Taylor, the following | 
committee was appointed to prepare resolutions for the 


ium;—Honey suckle. Pastenaca Sativa;—Puarsnip, 
Stellaria Media;—Common ~Chickweed. Eregeron 
; : ; Canadeniss;—Butter weed. Chenopodium Album;— 
consideration of the meeting, viz: Mahlon K. Taylor, Lambs quarters. Tanacetum Pulgare;—ansey. ‘Tri- 


Edward Yardley, Esq., Juseph Jenks, Col. Simpson : Hie Pr i 
Tobert, and Jobn Beatty, who reported the following eeacaeninamarettenna ten seit lacitn, wht e 


preamble and resolutions, which were adopted: 
Whereas, the introduction of Rail Roads, through 
districts which are fertile and thickly populated, there- 
by adding to the facilities of the transportation of the Beaver, Pa., Dec. 9. 
products of the country, as well as passengers, isa sub-| Lamentable Occurrence.—It is our painful duty to an- 
ject which at this day claims the attention of almost| nounce this week the death of David Townsend, of 
every portion of the country where it is believed their | East Brighton, under circumstances lamentable and 
construction is practicable, and especially where their | distressing in the extreme. Mr. T. fur many years has 
termination is at a point that will be likely to concen- | been subject to a nervous affliction,and has been in the 
trate lateral roads connected with other important im-| habit of using a bitter to moderate its effects upon his 





From the Western Argus. 


um Amplexicaule;—Dead nettle. Lanicera Capufol- ~ 


¥ S ee, si i ina iii ae “i 
pa a ae A i i Mia So on ag Sa i op aR St ee 2 a i ata Si 


provements— 

Therefore Resolved, That the construction of a Rail 
Road from the City or adjoining districts of Philadel- | 
phia, to the Delaware river at- Taylorsville, in Bucks 
county, by the nearest and most practicable route, 
would add to the facilities of intercourse between that 
city and the districts through which it would pass; and | 
taken in connection with Rail Koads that are about be- | 
ing made and in contemplation, will make it one of the | 
most important public improvements in the Common- 
wealth. 

Resolved, That the Chairman appoint a committee to 
prepare petitions to the Legislature tor an act of incor- | 





poration to construct a Rail road in conformity with the 


system; and on Thursday morning last, by accident 
got hold of a bottle of virniox, and tevck a dose of it 
before he discovered his mistake. Medical aid was call- 
ed in, but all in vain—he lingered until Monday moru- 
ing, and expired in great agony. Mr. Townsend was 
about seventy years of age, was among the earliest set- 
tlers of this county,—made the first improvement of 
the Falls of Beaver, and was universally esteemed and 
respected by his acquaintances. 





TAXABLE INHABITANTS OF ARMSRONG co. 
1821. 1828. 1835. Increase 








; ; : : since’28. 
foregoing resolution—whereupon, Mahion K. Taylor, Kittanning bor’h 88 123 148 95 
Chapman Buckman, and Aaron Tomlinson, were ap- | Kittanning tow’p168 281 412 141 
pointed said committee; and also to appoint a commit: | Redbankt+ 384 293 478 185 
tee to circulate the same—when the following were Allegheny * 277 602 345 
appointed said committee: H. C. Corbit, ‘Thomas Hart, | Rusfaioe , 320 429 274 
E. Vansycle, of the city, Thomas Reading, Franklin | Tobyt 249 263 401 138 
Vansant, Dr. Edward Swift, John Trump, Jas. Thorn- | Sugarcreek” 304 344 312 
ton, of the county of Philadelphia, and Jonathan Wyn- Plumb creek 190 262 321 59 
koop, Aaron Feaster, Joseph Archambautt, Thomas H. | Wayne 108 153 311 158 
Buckman, Augustin Mitcheil, Charles W. Biles, Joseph | Clarion 340 560 220 
Johnson, Samuel Buckman, Jr., and Bernard Taylor, Perry 157 219 62 
cae eee Kiskiminetas 365 
On motion ot Edward Yardley, Esq., Franklin 259 
Resolved, That the chairman appoint a committee to | pee nort borough 118 

draft a Bill for the proposed road; and the following P b ass 

appointment was made—Jos. P. Norris, Esq., Franklin 3 3 

Comly, Esq., Edward Yardley, Esq., Mahlon K. Tay- — om, wes 

lor, and Aaron Tomlinson. o was . . ’ , 
Resolved, That the chairman be authorized to call Rwifed ings 2098. TF Wir. Rormeen "31 gud "Se. 

an adjourned meeting whenever he may deem it ne-| Increase between 21 and ’28 1159 
c me *28 and ’35 1306 


essary. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the Chairman and Secretary, and published 
in the papers of the County, and that Editors in the 
a. of Philadelphia be also requested to notice 
t . 

THOS. L. ALLEN, Chairman. 
Rostar S. Treeo, Secretary. 





THE SEASON, 
West Chester, Nov. 20th, 1835. 
Mr. Editor:—The thermometer stands at 65° Fah- 
renheit. The clouds that hung so heavily over us this 
morning have been swept away by a gentle breeze 
from the West. The sun has again appeared to give 
his parting embrace to the decaying beauties of nature, 


Deaf and Dumb, 10 males, 19 females. 
The present population of the county is about 23,500. 


Present ratio of the Senate 7,700, and of the Liouse 
of Representatives, 2,544 Should the increase through- 
out the state be 20 per cent,, the next representative 


_| number will be 3,050, which would leave a surplus in 


this county of 1,503; Jefferson county gave at the late 
election for Governor 618 votes, and has probably at 
Jeast a thousand taxables; but, if this estimate should be 
correct, Armstrong and Jefferson would still fall short 
of the requisite number for two members by upwards 
of 500. But Indiana will have a surplus, so that by 
throwing the three counties intoone district, they would 
be entitled to three members of the House of Represen- 
iatives and one Senator.—Kittanning Gazette, 
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A Caution.—We take the following paragraph tiom 
the last Wheeling Gazette: 

‘The New York canals closed last week, and the 
Pennsylvania probably the beginning of this. From 
this time till the middle of April next, all the canals in 
our country must be closed, while every rai! road will 
be in full operation. Were the rail-road from Cumber- 
land to the Ohio River now completed, the amount of 
freight upon it would be incredible.” 


We extract the above, to take this opportunity for 
correcting our neighbour, and assuring him that he must 
be more cautious, if he wishes to preserve his character 
for truth. 

Last spring the canal was open on the 16th of March, 
and might have been open on the Ist, had not impor- 
tant additions to the aqueduct delayed the admission of 
water.—The tonnage received and shipped from here 
in March exceeded six million pounds.—In the winter 
of 1834, four toils were taken every month, 

We confidently expect that more than one hundred 
thousand dollars of tolls will be taken on our canals be- 
fore the 15th of next April. 





THE NAVIGATION. 


The Pittsburg Manufacturer of Saturday says, —‘‘The 
cold weather of the early part of the week, clused the 
western division of the canal with ice, and we suppose | 
it will not be re-opened until March next. Navigation | 
still continues on the Ohio for steamers The Menon- 
gahela river above the bridge is partially closed, so as 
to prevent the running of boats on it.” 

The same paper contains the following paragraph, — 
‘*We learn that a great deal of freight is detained on 
the Canal, by its closing with ice. A prospect now 
exists from the rain und moistness of to-day (Friday) 
that it will be fit for navigation shortly. A great deal 
of fivating ice is also impeding the river navigation.” 





FIRST SNOW. 


We were visited on the night of the 21st inst. with a 
fall of Snow, sufficient to cover the ground and stop the 
descent of the coal wagons from the mines until it was 
brushed from the rails. A few sleighs with their accom- 
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SE es 
NORTHERN LIBERTIES. 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the incorpo- 
rated district of the Northern Liberties, held at their 
hall, on Tuesday evening, December the Ist, the fol- 
lowing named persons were duly elected officers under 
said corporation for the ensuing year, viz, : 


Clerk of the Board, Robert T. Conrad, 

Treasurer, Jacob F. Hoeckley. 

Solicitor, Charles Naylor. 

Superintendent of highways, William L. Barbour, 

Superintendent of police, George Ellmore. 

Captain of nightly watch, Jacob G, Baker. 

Lieutenant of ditto, Peter Lewis. 

Clerk of the market, Abraham Beidelman. 

Vaccine physicans, Dr. Knorr, Dr. C. B. Pearce, 

Collector of vaccine cases, William Adama, 

Collector of water rents and superintendent of. Wa- 
tering Committee, John Viall. 

Door-keeper, John Abel. 


Ata meeting of the Commissioners of said district,on 
Tuesday evening last, the two following named gentle- 
men were duly elected Directors of the Poor Tax for 
ensuing year, viz: Charles J, Sutter and Samuel Kuen, 


December 10, 1835. 





The following gentlemen have been elected Direc- 
tors of the Poor ‘ax for 1836, by the Commissioners of 
Southwark: 

D. FRANCIS CONDIE, and 
JOHN FLOYD, Jr. 





NORRISTOWN AND VALLEY RAIL ROAD COM- 
PANY. 


At an election held on the 14th inst. for officers of 
this Company, the following gentlemen were duly elect- 
ed, viz: 

Peter Wager, 
Thomas Weaver, 
Abraham Okie, Jonathan K. Hassinger, 
J. B. Sterigere, Jacob Heyberger. 

And ata meeting of the managers, held the some 


John Miles, 
B.S. Bonsall, 


| day, Peter Wager was duly elected President of the 


paniments of Bells, &c. were brought into requisition, | said Company. 


but their display in our streets was very transient. The 
mountains and reads are yet covered with snow but it 
is nut deep enough to make eithcr sleighing or sled- 


ing. 





AN ANTIQUE. 


Samuel Urian, of Darby township, has in his pos- 
session a dinner plate, bearing date 1716, on the back 
of which is the following inscription: ‘‘God save King 


; 2’ Mr. Urian informs us that it has b in the | . ~~ 
+ sy Soule thant, Gebehahann reads ‘* | the different regions in 1834 and 1835. 


family of which he is atmember, for the last sixty years, 








Coal Land.—The 1800 acre tract, situated on the 


| Broad Mountain, sold at Auction, in parcels, in Phila- 
| delphia, on Thursday the 3d inst. for a sum rising thir- 
| ty thousard dollars, or an average price of a little above 


$16 per acre. 





COAL TRADE. 
The following is the quantity of Coal shipped from 





and that during the Revolutionary war, a number of 1834. 1835. 
British officers dined at the house of his father, on | Schuylkill region 190,121 297,563 
which occasion it happened to be on the table, when| r ittle Schuylkill do 34,121 $8 a 
the eye of one of the officers caught the title; he read} Lehigh do 106,224 131,950 
it to his companions, all of whom indulged in much | [ackawana do 47,000 90, 000 

merriment at the expense pee worthy host. ’ , 
It is rare indeed, that such relics of antiquity remain ean 
in the hands of private families, 377,486 377 abe 
AN EXAMPLE. Increase in the supply 179,450 


The Eloomsburg, (Pa.) Register of a late date says, 
—“It is a fact worthy of being recorded, that, at our 
present Court of Quarter Sessions, which commenced 
yesterday, the Grand Jury was discharged before noon 
in the first day of the Court: the Prosecuting Attorney 
having no business to lay before them. 


To the above must be added about 45,000 tons re- 
maining in the market unsold on the opening of the 
Navigation inthe spring, which will make the supply 
of Coal for consumption the present year, 600,000 tons, 
Notwithstanding the great increase in the supply, the 
price of Coal has already advanced in New York to 
$10, and in Philadelphia to $7 and $8 per ton—and 
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many are spprehensive that the supply will not be equal 
to the demand, 

‘Lhe consumption of Coal, as near as can be ascer- 
tained was 


Tons. Annual Increase. 
In 1851 177,000 
1852 329,000 152,000 
1833 413,000 84,000 
1834 456,000 41,000 


The increase in the consumption the presént year, it 
is believed, will be about 150,000 tons. 


Coal Trade of Pinegrove, Schuylkill County. 


We understand that upwards of twelve thousand tons 
of Coal have been shipped from Pinegrove, this season, 
principally by two or three individuals. As soon as the 
canal to tide is completed, the shipment of Coal from 
the Swatara Regiun will be greatly increased. 


SPLENDID ORGAN. 


An organ is now putting up in Grace Church, in this 
city, which, for dimensions, number of pipes, &c. &c. 
is scarcely equalled, we believe, in this country. It 


has 1738 pipes, the zargest of which is 17 feet in length, | joct to the 
and 194 by 17 inches square. The swell is six feet in | 
height by five feet square, and contains 462 pipes. | 
There are 29 stops; namely, 11 in the great Organ, 9 | 


Sat ; f the i r 
- eepetietl iaiaieies mike te Ube oodale, “Fhere | or two ago an expedient, by which much of the incon 


are three rows of keys, each of which plays a separate 
Organ, and there is one row of keys which plays three 
Organs at the same time by means of a couple. 

The frame work of the Organ is of the Corinthian 
Order, extremely chaste, and hasa fine appearance | 
from the chancel of the Church. 

The whole is the production of Mr. Erben, organ | 
builder of New York. To give some idea of the size | 
of this Organ, we may state, that what has now been | 
raised, weighs 15,000 pounds, though none of the | 
metal pipes have yetcome. The bellows alone weighs 
11 ewt. — Herald. 


Pidgeons.—The Harrisburg Chronicle says—Large 
flucks of wild pidgeons were observed passing from | 
the north to the south on the 29th and 30th of Novem- | 
ber. Itisa very unusual thing to find these birds so 
far from the rice fields of the svuth so late in the sea- | 
son. 


Towanda, Bradford Co, Penn. Nov. 28. | 


A new and elegantly finished Canal Packet Boat, 
built at Geneva, New York, arrived at this place, via 
the Chemung canal and Susquehanna river, on Thurs- | 
day last. It was built, we understand, for a company | 
of gentlemen on the Pennsylvania canal and is now on 
its passage to its place of destination. The sight of a | 
packet boat on our river is alike novel and interesting | 
to many of our citizens. We hope and believe, how- 
ever, the day is not far distant, when by a completion | 
of the North Branch canal, the Peunsylvania improve: | 
ments will be connected with those of New York, and | 
the arrival and departure of canal boats cease to be 
reckoned novel or rare occurrences.— Bunner. 


? 


| 
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THE WEATHER. 


The ice in the Schuy!kill gave way on Saturday, and 
the outward bound fleet proceeded down the river, 


December 17. 


Yesterday morning,the mercury was only eight above | 
0 or zero, which was four degrees colder than on any | 


(Deczmnzn 


previous morning this season. If we remember right, 
| the weather of December, 1831, was very much as this 
| month has been thus far; (except there was then snow ) 
after which, the weather became mild, and continued 
so through the winter, and our ice dealers were oblig- 
ed to send to the north, in the spring for ice, to supply 


their customers through the summer.—United States 
Gazette. 


The Delaware was so much obstructed by ice that it 
was deemed too dangerous to take the mail across. 


Reading, Pa. Dec. 5, 1835. 


Weather.—On Sunday last, winter seemed to have 
commenced in earnest, and since that time the weather 
has continued severely cold, almost without intermis- 

| sion. The Schuylkill at this place is frozen over, and 


| the canal closed with thick ice. The cold weather came 
| so suddenly as to freeze up a large number of boats on 


| the canals. On the Schuylkill Canal, we are informed 
| that at least three hundred boats are detained by the 
|ice. This isa serious evil, involving great pecuniary 
| loss, as well as excessive inconvenience to those engag- 
_edin the trade. A great amount of toll also must be 
Company, in consequence of the closing of 
their navigation before the business has ceased. An 
experienced and intelligent miller suggested to us a day 


venience and loss in these cases might be avoided. It 
is the application of the ice boat by the Company, for 


| the purpose of breaking the ice and restoring tempo- 
rary navigation. It is thought practicable by the use of 
| scows which would rise at the bows above the level of 


theice, to break it so fine that it would impede the 
navigation but little, and enable all those who have the 
misfortune to be frozen up in the canal, to make their 
way to the end of their journey. The subject we think 


| is at least worthy of the attention of those concerned.— 


Schuylkill Journal. 


Appointments by the Governor. 


David S. Hassinger, to be an Alderman of the City 


of Philadelphia, in the place of Michael W. Ash, Esq. 
resigned. 


Benjamin Tanner Bioren, to be a Notary Public in 
and for the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to reside in 
the city of Philadelphia, in the place of Clement C, 
Biddle, Esq. resigned, 


James P. Bewley, to be Clerk of the Mayor’s Court, 
of the city of Philadelphia, in the place of John R. 
Vogdes, Esq. resigned, 


John Oakford, to be a Justice of the Peace for the 
county of Philadelphia, and a Notary Public in and for 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to reside in the 
District of Southwark, in the place of Richard Renshaw, 
deceased. 


John Snyder, to be a Justice of the Peace for Wayne 
township, in Schuylkill gounty. 


Died in Northumberland, on Saturday last, the Hon. 
Seth Chapman, late President Judge of this district. 
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Printed every Saturday morning by WILLIAM F. 
GEDDES, No. 9 Library street. 


The publication office of the Register has been re- 
moved from Franklin Place, to No, 61, in the Arcade. 
West Avenue, up stairs. ; 





